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abstract: All students in the seminar “Language Acquisition” (SS 07) are obligated to write a term paper
about an issue which fits into the course subject matter. In this case, the topic “The Role of Universal
Grammar in Second Language Acquisition” was chosen. The seminar deals with both, first and second
language acquisition. The main focus lies on German and English. However, the course is not supposed to
deal with a contrastive view but rather a descriptive way of analyzing language acquisition in general and
with a specific concentration on English. The following term paper, primarily, deals with second language
acquisition and the Role of Universal Grammar (UG) in the course of the on-going acquisition process. The
UG approach is an issue which is often discussed within the linguistic science and the opinions about it are
highly diverged. Not only in Second Language Acquisition (SLA), but also in First Language Acquisition the
Universal Grammar approach is often seen as not verified, or on the other hand, as opposed to, it is viewed as
the only solution to the mysterious question of language acquisition. This term paper defines the essential
different sights of UG and its role in the process of SLA. The main question of the paper is:” Does UG plays
a role in SLA and if so, what kind of role?” Another issue is whether only UG influences SLA or the first
language governs acquisition of a second language. Some researchers even state that there is no UG in
language acquisition and others say that UG is ‘dead’ in SLA. There are a bunch of opinions on this topic
and all of them show evidence, more or less persuasive. It is not possible to explain all the different aspects
of research and all the data and experiments concerning UG and SLA in this term paper. Nevertheless, this
paper describes some of the essential views on how UG plays a role in SLA and additionally what kind of
influence first language (L1) can possibly have on the process of SLA. Considering L1, UG and L2 is
necessary because L1 acquisition is definitely different from SLA. Bilingual aspects are not considered in
this context. To describe and define the most important expressions, the paper starts with definitions, before
the so-called Logical Problem of Language Acquisition and the differences between L1 and L2 acquisition
are portrayed. The main part is about the Role of L1 (transfer) and the access to UG in SLA.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The role of universal grammar in second
language acquisition book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Charles Powers:

Precisely why? Because this The role of universal grammar in second language acquisition is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Annie Hiatt:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The role of universal grammar in
second language acquisition can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Janice Evans:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The role of universal grammar in second
language acquisition to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about
book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the
reserve The role of universal grammar in second language acquisition can to be your brand-new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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