
The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of
Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists

of the Twentieth Century
Peter Pringle

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B001949VEC
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B001949VEC
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B001949VEC


The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's
Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth
Century

Peter Pringle

The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the
Twentieth Century Peter Pringle
In The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov, acclaimed journalist and author Peter Pringle recreates the extraordinary
life and tragic end of one of the great scientists of the twentieth century.

In a drama of love, revolution, and war that rivals Pasternak's Dr. Zhivago, Pringle tells the story of a young
Russian scientist, Nikolai Vavilov, who had a dream of ending hunger and famine in the world. Vavilov's
plan would use the emerging science of genetics to breed super plants that could grow anywhere, in any
climate, in sandy deserts and freezing tundra, in drought and flood. He would launch botanical expeditions to
find these vanishing genes, overlooked by early farmers ignorant of Mendel's laws of heredity. He called it a
"mission for all humanity."

To the leaders of the young Soviet state, Vavilov's dream fitted perfectly into their larger scheme for a
socialist utopia. Lenin supported the adventurous Vavilov, a handsome and seductive young professor, as he
became an Indiana Jones, hunting lost botanical treasures on five continents. In a former tsarist palace in
what is now St. Petersburg, Vavilov built the world's first seed bank, a quarter of a million specimens, a
magnificent living museum of plant diversity that was the envy of scientists everywhere and remains so
today.

But when Lenin died in 1924 and Stalin took over, Vavilov's dream turned into a nightmare. This son of
science was from a bourgeois background, the class of society most despised and distrusted by the
Bolsheviks. The new cadres of comrade scientists taunted and insulted him, and Stalin's dreaded secret
police built up false charges of sabotage and espionage.

Stalin's collectivization of farmland caused chaos in Soviet food production, and millions died in widespread
famine. Vavilov's master plan for improving Soviet crops was designed to work over decades, not a few
years, and he could not meet Stalin's impossible demands for immediate results.

In Stalin's Terror of the 1930s, Russian geneticists were systematically repressed in favor of the peasant
horticulturalist Trofim Lysenko, with his fraudulent claims and speculative theories. Vavilov was the most
famous victim of this purge, which set back Russian biology by a generation and caused the country untold
harm. He was sentenced to death, but unlike Galileo, he refused to recant his beliefs and, in the most cruel
twist, this humanitarian pioneer scientist was starved to death in the gulag.

Pringle uses newly opened Soviet archives, including Vavilov's secret police file, official correspondence,
vivid expedition reports, previously unpublished family letters and diaries, and the reminiscences of
eyewitnesses to bring us this intensely human story of a brilliant life cut short by anti-science demagogues,
ideology, censorship, and political expedience.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Moretti:

The book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of
the Twentieth Century can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything
you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of
Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century? Some of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's
Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

William Perrotta:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Murder of
Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century
suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled
The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great Scientists of the
Twentieth Centuryis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the
core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Delbert Lambert:

The actual book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the Great
Scientists of the Twentieth Century will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of One of the
Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Melissa Fanning:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually The Murder of Nikolai Vavilov: The Story of Stalin's Persecution of



One of the Great Scientists of the Twentieth Century. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get
many advantages.
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