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In thisrevelatory book, Sudhir Venkatesh takes us into Maquis Park, a poor black neighborhood on
Chicago's Southside, to explore the desperate, dangerous, and remarkable ways in which a community
survives. We find there an entire world of unregulated, unreported, and untaxed work, a system of living off
the books that is daily life in the ghetto. From women who clean houses and prepare lunches for the local
hospital to small-scale entrepreneurs like the mechanic who worksin an aley; from the preacher who
provides mediation services to the salon owner who rents her store out for gambling parties; and from street
vendors hawking socks and incense to the drug dealing and extortion of the local gang, we come to see how
these activities form the backbone of the ghetto economy.

What emerges are the innumerable ways that these men and women, immersed in their shadowy economic
pursuits, are connected to and reliant upon one another. The underground economy, as Venkatesh's subtle
storytelling reveals, functions as an intricate web, and in the strength of its strands lie the fates of many
Maguis Park residents. The result is a dramatic narrative of individuals at work, and arich portrait of a
community. But while excavating the efforts of men and women to generate a basic livelihood for
themselves and their families, Off the Books offers a devastating critique of the entrenched poverty that we
so often ignore in America, and reveals how the underground economy is an inevitable response to the
ghetto's appalling isolation from the rest of the country.
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From reader reviews:
AvisZeiger:

The particular book Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor has alot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous
author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Alfredo Dunn:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Off the Books: The Underground
Economy of the Urban Poor reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Off the
Books. The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. Thisis one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already aerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Richard Simpson:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor can be your
answer asit can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Jasper Parsons:

This Off the Books: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Off the
Baooks: The Underground Economy of the Urban Poor can be the light food for you because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can
be reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy thisreserveisthe answer. So thereisno in reading areserve especialy
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't misstheideal Just read this
e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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