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In this brilliantly written and engrossing biography of one of Earth's most common yet unusual substances,
Philip Ball reduces the scientific and philosophical inquiry of over two thousand years to one essential
question: What exactly is water?

It is one of the four elements of classical antiquity. It is a geological force that shapes mountains and
coastlines, with a might that is unleashed in the destructive fury of hurricanes and floods. Water is the fabric
of snow, hail, steam, and ice, and the only substance able to exist on earth in all three of its physical states:
solid, liquid, and gas. Water is central to our planetary environment. Life's Matrix tells of water's origins, its
history, and its fascinating pervasiveness: there are, for example, at least fourteen different forms of ice. A
provocative exploration of water on other planets highlights the possibilities of life beyond Earth. Life's
Matrix reveals the unexpected in the most ordinary places--a drop of dew, a frozen pond, a cup of coffee--
and the familiar in unexpected settings. There is water on the sun and the moon, at the heart of molecular
biology, at the core of a cell, and there may be enough of it beneath the surface of the Earth to refill the
oceans thirty times over. Life's Matrix also surveys the grim realities of our natural resources, and shows
how water will become a scarce commodity in the twenty-first century.

Ball's lively and intelligent book takes us on a journey through the history of science, folklore, the wilder
fringes of the scientific world, cutting-edge chemistry, physics, cell biology, and ecology to give a startling
new perspective on life and the substance that sustains it. Life's Matrix offers an exhilarating exploration of
one of the oldest, most idiosyncratic substances known to mankind, and ensures that we will never think
about water in the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Dugan:

The particular book Life's Matrix: A Biography of Water will bring that you the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suited to you. The book Life's Matrix: A Biography of Water is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Betty Sanchez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Life's Matrix: A Biography of Water,
you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Robert Wolfe:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Life's Matrix: A
Biography of Water that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you could pick Life's Matrix: A Biography of Water become your personal starter.

Sabrina Crockett:

This Life's Matrix: A Biography of Water is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Life's Matrix: A Biography
of Water can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is
the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.
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