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Since he was first elected in 1999, Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez Frías has reshaped a frail but
nonetheless pluralistic democracy into a semi-authoritarian regime—an outcome achieved with spectacularly
high oil income and widespread electoral support. This eye-opening book illuminates one of the most
sweeping and unexpected political transformations in contemporary Latin America.

Based on more than fifteen years' experience in researching and writing about Venezuela, Javier Corrales
and Michael Penfold have crafted a comprehensive account of how the Chávez regime has revamped the
nation, with a particular focus on its political transformation. Throughout, they take issue with conventional
explanations. First, they argue persuasively that liberal democracy as an institution was not to blame for the
rise of chavismo. Second, they assert that the nation's economic ailments were not caused by neoliberalism.
Instead they blame other factors, including a dependence on oil, which caused macroeconomic volatility;
political party fragmentation, which triggered infighting; government mismanagement of the banking crisis,
which led to more centralization of power; and the Asian crisis of 1997, which devastated Venezuela's
economy at the same time that Chávez ran for president.

It is perhaps on the role of oil that the authors take greatest issue with prevailing opinion. They do not
dispute that dependence on oil can generate political and economic distortions—the "resource curse" or
"paradox of plenty" arguments—but they counter that oil alone fails to explain Chávez's rise. Instead they
single out a weak framework of checks and balances that allowed the executive branch to extract oil rents
and distribute them to the populace. The real culprit behind Chávez's success, they write, was the asymmetry
of political power.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Cornwell:

Often the book Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela
(Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution
in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Shannon Bland:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled Dragon
in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin
America Initiative Books) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then
become one type conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Dragon in the
Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America
Initiative Books) giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Pedro Dillon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Dragon in the Tropics:
Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative
Books) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in
Venezuela (Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) become your personal starter.

Nora Emerson:

Beside that Dragon in the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela
(Brookings Latin America Initiative Books) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Dragon in



the Tropics: Hugo Chavez and the Political Economy of Revolution in Venezuela (Brookings Latin America
Initiative Books) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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