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The ninety letters in this collection document the Civil War career of Col. Edward Jesup Wood, an officer of
the 48th Indiana.  Evocative and rich in detail, A Fierce, Wild Joy offers a view of the war from an officer's
perspective and provides important insights into the day-to-day administration of a Civil War regiment.

Wood was born in Florida to a Connecticut father and slave-owning mother, and orphaned in early youth. He
was raised in New England to be an abolitionist, and at the age of fifteen he entered Dartmouth College. His
military career began in 1861, and over the course of the war Wood's regiment participated in several key
battles and campaigns, including Corinth, Vicksburg, Chattanooga, and the March to the Sea.

Thoughtful, intelligent, and articulate, Wood was a keen observer of details during his time in the Western
Theater. His letters vividly bring the war to life as he describes the events of some of its most important
campaigns. His change in perspective over time is evident: readers will witness Wood's naïve optimism for a
quick and sure victory transform to dawning realization about the long haul and horrors of war.

Readers will appreciate Wood's broad view of the military campaign, political exigencies surrounding the
war, and the effects of war on both North and South. A stark reminder of the war's costs are emphasized by
Wood's later tragic life. He returned home and committed suicide before his fortieth birthday. A Fierce, Wild
Joy includes biographical essays that put Wood in context and aptly remind readers that many who served in
the war did not go home to peace and happiness.

Stephen E. Towne is assistant university archivist at Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis. His
articles have appeared in Indiana Magazine of History, Journalism History, and Civil War History.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

The book A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer
Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book A Fierce, Wild Joy:
The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of
The Civil War) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like
available and read a e-book A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th
Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Sarah Stiles:

Often the book A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana
Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War) will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suitable to you. The book A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood,
48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War) is much recommended to you you just
read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

William Grimm:

This A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry
Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War) is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Fierce, Wild
Joy: The Civil War Letters of Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices
Of The Civil War) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this book already
do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Thelma Atkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is



very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is A Fierce, Wild Joy: The Civil War Letters of
Colonel Edward J. Wood, 48th Indiana Volunteer Infantry Regiment (Voices Of The Civil War).
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