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Any Christian response to today's ever-growing problem of poverty around the globe must be firmly rooted
in biblical teaching. While books on various aspects of wealth and poverty in the Old and New Testaments
have been published, so far there has been no thorough study of Old Testament law on the topic. David
Baker argues here that an understanding of that law is not only fundamental for interpreting the entire Old
Testament, but it is also assumed by the writers of the New Testament. Tight Fists or Open Hands? fills this
gap in Old Testament scholarship and lays a foundation for considering the relevance of these laws to
everyday life in the twenty-first century. 

The heart of this book is a study of all the biblical laws concerned with wealth and poverty. Baker groups
these laws together by topic, considering the similarities and differences between the Decalogue, Book of the
Covenant, Holiness Code, and Deuteronomic laws. He then places these in the context of ancient Near
Eastern law in order to make clear which attitudes are distinctly biblical and which are held in common with
other civilized peoples. 

Each section of Tight Fists or Open Hands? includes an extended conclusion that summarizes the main
ideas, considers relationships with other biblical texts, and points to the significance of the laws for today's
world. Such thorough exegesis and modern application make this book relevant to pastors, scholars, and
students in a variety of courses.
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From reader reviews:

Wayne Hause:

Often the book Tight Fists or Open Hands?: Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament Law has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Steven Huckins:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Tight Fists or Open Hands?: Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament Law your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get prior to. The Tight Fists or Open Hands?: Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament
Law giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts
for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Betty Freeman:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tight Fists or Open Hands?:
Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament Law can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You
are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Mark York:

You may get this Tight Fists or Open Hands?: Wealth and Poverty in Old Testament Law by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed and also can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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