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The Lotus Sutra is arguably the most famous of all Buddhist scriptures. Composed in India in the first
centuries of the Common Era, it is renowned for its inspiring message that all beings are destined for
supreme enlightenment. Here, Donald Lopez provides an engaging and accessible biography of this enduring
classic.

Lopez traces the many roles the Lotus Sutra has played in its travels through Asia, Europe, and across the
seas to America. The story begins in India, where it was one of the early Mahayana sutras, which sought to
redefine the Buddhist path. In the centuries that followed, the text would have a profound influence in China
and Japan, and would go on to play a central role in the European discovery of Buddhism. It was the first
Buddhist sutra to be translated from Sanskrit into a Western language--into French in 1844 by the eminent
scholar Eugène Burnouf. That same year, portions of the Lotus Sutra appeared in English in The Dial, the
journal of New England's Transcendentalists. Lopez provides a balanced account of the many controversies
surrounding the text and its teachings, and describes how the book has helped to shape the popular image of
the Buddha today. He explores how it was read by major literary figures such as Henry David Thoreau and
Gustave Flaubert, and how it was used to justify self-immolation in China and political extremism in Japan.

Concise and authoritative, this is the essential introduction to the life and afterlife of a timeless masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Patton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book titled The Lotus Sutra:
A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Norman Brown:

This The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside
that this The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Laura Crabtree:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Marilyn Perez:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
time book The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books). You can more pleasing than



now.
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