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How was Nike able to take a gamble on an unknown Michael Jordan and transform itself from a $900
million company to a $9.19 billion company in less than fifteen years? Why did the artist Jeff Koons's
Balloon Flower (Magenta) sell for a record $25.7 million in 2008? What does the high school football star
have in common with the Hollywood headliner? And why should an actor never, ever go to Las Vegas?

Celebrity—our collective fascination with particular people—is everywhere and takes many forms, from the
sports star, notorious Wall Street tycoon, or film icon, to the hometown quarterback, YouTube sensation, or
friend who compulsively documents his life on the Internet. We follow with rapt attention all the minute
details of stars' lives: their romances, their spending habits, even how they drink their coffee. For those
anointed, celebrity can translate into big business and top social status, but why do some attain stardom while
millions of others do not? Why are we simply more interested in certain people?

In Starstruck, Elizabeth Currid-Halkett presents the first rigorous exploration of celebrity, arguing that our
desire to "celebrate" some people and not others has profound implications, elevating social statuses, making
or breaking careers and companies, and generating astronomical dividends. Tracing the phenomenon from
the art world to tabletop gaming conventions to the film industry, Currid-Halkett looks at celebrity as an
expression of economics, geography (both real and virtual), and networking strategies.

Starstruck brings together extensive statistical research and analysis, along with interviews with top agents
and publicists, YouTube executives, major art dealers and gallery directors, Bollywood players, and sports
experts. Laying out the enormous impact of the celebrity industry and identifying the patterns by which
individuals become stars, Currid-Halkett successfully makes the argument that celebrity is an important
social phenomenon and a driving force in the worldwide economy.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Villa:

Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity but
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe
you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Jane Nelsen:

You can find this Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Daniel Metz:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity or
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this one.

Rachel Cady:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity when you necessary it?
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