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Married or Single?, published in 1857, was Catharine Maria Sedgwick’s final novel and a fitting climax to
the career of one of antebellum America’s first and most successful woman writers. Insisting on women’s
right to choose whether to marry, Married or Single? rejects the stigma of spinsterhood and offers readers a
wider range of options for women in society, recognizing their need and ability to determine the course of
their lives.

 

Sedgwick’s touching, witty, and shrewdly observant novel centers on Grace Herbert, a New York City
socialite who must negotiate the marriage market and also learn to develop her own character and take
control of her own destiny. The story merges a wide range of popular American literary forms—including
the seduction novel, the conversion narrative, the novel of education, and social reform fiction—and
provides a window on many of the cultural and political anxieties of the 1850s beyond marriage, including
immigration, slavery, and urban poverty. Sedgwick’s lifelong concern with women’s duties to the nation as
citizens is demonstrated through her depiction of exemplary women of various backgrounds and
circumstances who illustrate the idea that becoming a worthy human being is more important than becoming
a wife, especially in a democratic society.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

The reserve untitled Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) is the
e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, therefore the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Married or Single? (Legacies of
Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Edward Carter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a publication. The book Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American
Women Writers) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book has high quality.

Jacqueline Ramos:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers) can be your
answer because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Lisa Saxon:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list will be Married or Single? (Legacies of Nineteenth-Century American
Women Writers). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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