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A ROLLICKING NARRATIVE HISTORY OF THEODORE ROOSEVELT'S EMBATTLED
TENURE AS POLICE COMMISSIONER OF CORRUPT, PLEASURE-LOVING NEW YORK
CITY IN THE 1880s, AND HIS DOOMED MISSION TO WIPE OUT VICE

In the 1890s, New York City was America’s financial, manufacturing, and entertainment capital, and also its
preferred destination for sin, teeming with 40,000 prostitutes, glittering casinos, and all-night dives packed
onto the island’s two dozen square miles. Police captains took hefty bribes to see nothing while reformers
writhed in frustration.
     In Island of Vice, bestselling author Richard Zacks paints a vivid picture of the lewd underbelly of 1890s
New York, and of Theodore Roosevelt, the cocksure crusading police commissioner who resolved to clean
up the bustling metropolis, where the silk top hats of Wall Street bobbed past teenage prostitutes trawling
Broadway.
     Writing with great wit and zest, Zacks explores how Roosevelt went head-to-head with corrupt Tammany
Hall, took midnight rambles with muckraker Jacob Riis, banned barroom drinking on Sundays, and tried to
convince 2 million New Yorkers to enjoy wholesome family fun. In doing so, Teddy made a ruthless enemy
of police captain “Big Bill” Devery, who grew up in the Irish slums and never tired of fighting “tin soldier”
reformers. Roosevelt saw his mission as a battle of good versus evil; Devery saw prudery standing in the way
of fun and profit.
     When righteous Roosevelt’s vice crackdown started to succeed all too well, many of his own supporters
began to turn on him. Cynical newspapermen mocked his quixotic quest, his own political party abandoned
him, and Roosevelt discovered that New York loves its sin more than its salvation.
     Zacks’s meticulous research and wonderful sense of narrative verve bring this disparate cast of both pious
and bawdy New Yorkers to life. With cameos by Stephen Crane, J. P. Morgan, and Joseph Pulitzer, plus a
horde of very angry cops, Island of Vice is an unforgettable portrait of turn-of-the-century New York in all
its seedy glory, and a brilliant portrayal of the energetic, confident, and zealous Roosevelt, one of America’s
most colorful public figures.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Island of Vice: Theodore Roosevelt's Quest to Clean Up
Sin-Loving New York. Try to make book Island of Vice: Theodore Roosevelt's Quest to Clean Up Sin-
Loving New York as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Arlene Martin:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Island of Vice: Theodore Roosevelt's Quest to Clean Up Sin-Loving New York the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Island of Vice: Theodore
Roosevelt's Quest to Clean Up Sin-Loving New York giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Amanda Dell:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Island of Vice:
Theodore Roosevelt's Quest to Clean Up Sin-Loving New York which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Edward Davidson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book Island of Vice:
Theodore Roosevelt's Quest to Clean Up Sin-Loving New York. Contain your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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