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Consider the career of an enduring if controversial icon of American entertainment: the genial circus
elephant. In Entertaining Elephants Susan Nance examines elephant behavior—drawing on the scientific
literature of animal cognition, learning, and communications—to offer a study of elephants as actors (rather
than objects) in American circus entertainment between 1800 and 1940. By developing a deeper
understanding of animal behavior, Nance asserts, we can more fully explain the common history of all
species.

Entertaining Elephants is the first account that uses research on animal welfare, health, and cognition to
interpret the historical record, examining how both circus people and elephants struggled behind the scenes
to meet the profit necessities of the entertainment business. The book does not claim that elephants
understood, endorsed, or resisted the world of show business as a human cultural or business practice, but it
does speak of elephants rejecting the conditions of their experience. They lived in a kind of parallel reality in
the circus, one that was defined by their interactions with people, other elephants, horses, bull hooks, hay,
and the weather.

Nance’s study informs and complicates contemporary debates over human interactions with animals in
entertainment and beyond, questioning the idea of human control over animals and people's claims to speak
for them. As sentient beings, these elephants exercised agency, but they had no way of understanding the
human cultures that created their captivity, and they obviously had no claim on (human) social and political
power. They often lived lives of apparent desperation.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marsh:

The book Entertaining Elephants (Animals, History, Culture) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Entertaining Elephants (Animals,
History, Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Entertaining
Elephants (Animals, History, Culture) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jo Daigneault:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Entertaining Elephants (Animals, History, Culture) can give you
a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Entertaining Elephants (Animals, History, Culture).

Lauren Joseph:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Entertaining Elephants (Animals, History, Culture) can make you truly feel more
interested to read.

Nathan Strong:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Entertaining
Elephants (Animals, History, Culture).
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