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As Spain consolidated its Empire in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, discourses about the perfect
Spanish man or "Vir" went hand-in-hand with discourses about another kind of man, one who engaged in the
"abominable crime and sin against nature"—sodomy. In both Spain and Mexico, sodomy came to rank
second only to heresy as a cause for prosecution, and hundreds of sodomites were tortured, garroted, or
burned alive for violating Spanish ideals of manliness. Yet in reality, as Federico Garza Carvajal argues in
this groundbreaking book, the prosecution of sodomites had little to do with issues of gender and was much
more a concomitant of empire building and the need to justify political and economic domination of subject
peoples.

Drawing on previously unpublished records of some three hundred sodomy trials conducted in Spain and
Mexico between 1561 and 1699, Garza Carvajal examines the sodomy discourses that emerged in Andalucía,
seat of Spain's colonial apparatus, and in the viceroyalty of New Spain (Mexico), its first and largest
American colony. From these discourses, he convincingly demonstrates that the concept of sodomy (more
than the actual practice) was crucial to the Iberian colonizing program. Because sodomy opposed the ideal of
"Vir" and the Spanish nationhood with which it was intimately associated, the prosecution of sodomy
justified Spain's domination of foreigners (many of whom were represented as sodomites) in the peninsula
and of "Indios" in Mexico, a totally subject people depicted as effeminate and prone to sodomitical acts,
cannibalism, and inebriation.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Sandoval:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you
can spent the entire day to reading a publication. The book Butterflies Will Burn: Prosecuting Sodomites in
Early Modern Spain and Mexico it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this
book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

April Harry:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Butterflies Will Burn:
Prosecuting Sodomites in Early Modern Spain and Mexico which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's find.

Heather Stewart:

This Butterflies Will Burn: Prosecuting Sodomites in Early Modern Spain and Mexico is new way for you
who has fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this Butterflies Will Burn: Prosecuting Sodomites in Early Modern Spain and Mexico can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any
in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Miguel Sherman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Butterflies Will Burn: Prosecuting
Sodomites in Early Modern Spain and Mexico or even others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for



teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science book, any other book likes Butterflies Will Burn: Prosecuting Sodomites in Early
Modern Spain and Mexico to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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