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In this powerful and moving memoir, Robert Beecham tells of his Civil War experiences, both as an enlisted
man in the fabled Iron Brigade of the Army of the Potomac and as an officer commanding a newly raised
African-American unit. Written in 1902, Beecham recounts his war experiences with a keen eye toward the
daily life of the soldier, the suffering and brutality of war, and the remarkable acts of valor, by soldiers both
black and white, that punctuated the grind of long campaigns. As If It Were Glory is an unforgettable account
of the Civil War, unclouded by sentimentality and insistent that the nation remain true to the cause for which
it fought.

Beecham's war was a long one—he served from May 1861 through the completion of the war in the spring
of 1865. With the Iron Brigade he saw action at such momentous battles as Chancellorsville and then at
Gettysburg, where he was taken prisoner. Returned to service in a prison exchange, Beecham was promoted
to first lieutenant of the 23rd United States Colored Troops whom he lead in fierce fighting at the Battle of
the Crater. At the Crater, Beecham was wounded, again captured, and, after eight months in a Confederate
prison, escaped to find his way to Annapolis just before the conclusion of the war.

In his narrative, Beecham celebrates the ingenuity of the enlisted man at the expense of officers who are
often arrogant or incompetent. He also chides the altered recollections of fellow veterans who remember
only triumphs and forgot defeats. In one of the most powerful parts of his memoir, Beecham pays tribute to
the valor of the African Americans who fought under his command and insists that they were "the bravest
and best soldiers that ever lived."
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Nieves:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book As If It Were Glory: Robert Beecham's Civil War from the
Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments ended up being making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide As If It Were Glory: Robert
Beecham's Civil War from the Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments is not only giving you much more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book As If It Were Glory: Robert Beecham's Civil War
from the Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Roger Thomas:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is As If It Were Glory: Robert Beecham's Civil War from the Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments.

Patricia Baker:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for you is As If It Were Glory: Robert Beecham's Civil War from the Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments
this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all
of you.

William Luke:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This As If It Were Glory:
Robert Beecham's Civil War from the Iron Brigade to the Black Regiments can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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