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Puerto Rican music in New York is given center stage in Ruth Glasser's original and lucid study. Exploring
the relationship between the social history and forms of cultural expression of Puerto Ricans, she focuses on
the years between the two world wars. Her material integrates the experiences of the mostly working-class
Puerto Rican musicians who struggled to make a living during this period with those of their compatriots and
the other ethnic groups with whom they shared the cultural landscape.

Through recorded songs and live performances, Puerto Rican musicians were important representatives for
the national consciousness of their compatriots on both sides of the ocean. Yet they also played with
African-American and white jazz bands, Filipino or Italian-American orchestras, and with other Latinos.
Glasser provides an understanding of the way musical subcultures could exist side by side or even as a part
of the mainstream, and she demonstrates the complexities of cultural nationalism and cultural authenticity
within the very practical realm of commercial music.

Illuminating a neglected epoch of Puerto Rican life in America, Glasser shows how ethnic groups settling in
the United States had choices that extended beyond either maintenance of their homeland traditions or
assimilation into the dominant culture. Her knowledge of musical styles and performance enriches her
analysis, and a discography offers a helpful addition to the text.
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From reader reviews:

Freddie Hoops:

Often the book My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-
1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read
this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes
some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

Julie Slocum:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities,
1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture).

Laura Bradberry:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York
Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) can make you feel more interested to
read.

Jean Gonzales:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican Musicians and Their New York Communities,
1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book My Music Is My Flag: Puerto Rican
Musicians and Their New York Communities, 1917-1940 (Latinos in American Society and Culture). You



can more inviting than now.
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