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In thisilluminating and evocative exploration of the origin and function of storytelling, the author goes
beyond the work of mythologist Joseph Campbell, arguing that mythmaking evolved as a cultural survival
strategy for coping with the constant fear of being killed and eaten by predators. Beginning nearly two
million years ago in the Pleistocene era, the first stories, Trout argues, functioned as alarm calls, warning
fellow group members about the carnivores lurking in the surroundings. At the earliest period, before the
development of language, these rudimentary "stories* would have been acted out. When language appeared
with the evolution of the ancestral human brain, stories were recited, memorized, and much later written
down as the often bone-chilling myths that have survived to this day.

This book takes the reader through the landscape of world mythology to show how our more recent ancestors
created myths that portrayed animal predators in four basic ways: as monsters, as gods, as benefactors, and
asrole models. Each incarnation is a variation of the fear-management technique that enabled early humans
not only to survive but to overcome their potentially incapacitating fear of predators. In the final chapter,
Trout explores the ways in which our visceral fear of predatorsis played out in the movies, where both
animal and human predators serve to probe and revitalize our capacity to detect and survive danger.

Anyone with an interest in mythology, archaeology, folk tales, and the origins of contemporary storytelling
will find this book an exciting and provocative exploration into the natural and psychological forces that
shaped human culture and gave rise to storytelling and mythmaking.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Peggy Hahne:

The book Deadly Powers. Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like abook Deadly Powers:
Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share al of these. Book
Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open and read abook. So it isvery
wonderful.

Arturo McDanidl:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for awhileisreading. Y ep,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Deadly Powers: Animal Predators
and the Mythic Imagination book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just
abook.

James Dickens:

Often the book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe theideais very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can easier to read the book.

Francisco M organ:

The reserve untitled Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic Imagination is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article
author was did alot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personaly is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Deadly Powers: Animal Predators and the Mythic
Imagination from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.
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