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Contentious Traditions analyzes the debate on sati, or widow burning, in colonial India. Though the
prohibition of widow burning in 1829 was heralded as a key step forward for women's emancipation in
modern India, Lata Mani argues that the women who were burned were marginal to the debate and that the
controversy was over definitions of Hindu tradition, the place of ritual in religious worship, the civilizing
missions of colonialism and evangelism, and the proper role of the colonial state. Mani radically revises
colonialist as well as nationalist historiography on the social reform of women's status in the colonial period
and clarifies the complex and contradictory character of missionary writings on India.

The history of widow burning is one of paradox. While the chief players in the debate argued over the
religious basis of sati and the fine points of scriptural interpretation, the testimonials of women at the funeral
pyres consistently addressed the material hardships and societal expectations attached to widowhood. And
although historiography has traditionally emphasized the colonial horror of sati, a fascinated ambivalence
toward the practice suffused official discussions. The debate normalized the violence of sati and supported
the misconception that it was a voluntary act of wifely devotion.

Mani brilliantly illustrates how situated feminism and discourse analysis compel a rewriting of history, thus
destabilizing the ways we are accustomed to look at women and men, at "tradition," custom, and modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Russell:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in
Colonial India will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with
you?

Mathew Jones:

Precisely why? Because this Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India is an unordinary
book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Kenneth Copeland:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in
Colonial India why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Donald Burgess:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India will give you new experience in examining a
book.
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