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Following the 1996 treaty ending decades of civil war, how are Guatemalans reckoning with genocide,
especially since almost everyone contributed in some way to the violence? Meaning “to count, figure up”
and “to settle rewards and punishments,” reckoning promises accounting and accountability. Yet as Diane M.
Nelson shows, the means by which the war was waged, especially as they related to race and gender,
unsettled the very premises of knowing and being. Symptomatic are the stories of duplicity pervasive in
postwar Guatemala, as the left, the Mayan people, and the state were each said to have “two faces.” Drawing
on more than twenty years of research in Guatemala, Nelson explores how postwar struggles to reckon with
traumatic experience illuminate the assumptions of identity more generally.

Nelson brings together stories of human rights activism, Mayan identity struggles, coerced participation in
massacres, and popular entertainment—including traditional dances, horror films, and carnivals—with
analyses of mass-grave exhumations, official apologies, and reparations. She discusses the stereotype of the
Two-Faced Indian as colonial discourse revivified by anti-guerrilla counterinsurgency and by the claims of
duplicity leveled against the Nobel laureate Rigoberta Menchú, and she explores how duplicity may in turn
function as a survival strategy for some. Nelson examines suspicions that state power is also two-faced, from
the left’s fears of a clandestine para-state behind the democratic façade, to the right’s conviction that NGOs
threaten Guatemalan sovereignty. Her comparison of antimalaria and antisubversive campaigns suggests
biopolitical ways that the state is two-faced, simultaneously giving and taking life. Reckoning is a view from
the ground up of how Guatemalans are finding creative ways forward, turning ledger books, technoscience,
and even gory horror movies into tools for making sense of violence, loss, and the future.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Grissom:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Reckoning: The Ends of War in
Guatemala to read.

James Lindberg:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Reckoning: The Ends of
War in Guatemala book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just
a book.

Wendy Lambert:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept
Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemalais a single of
several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this book.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Ola Hellman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed. People
is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala.
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