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“A gripping saga of wartime survival.” —Kirkus Reviews, Starred
 
Based on a true story, this World War II novel by Scott O’Dell Award winner Graham Salisbury tells
how Zenji, 17, is sent from Hawaii to the Philippines to spy on the Japanese.

Zenji Watanabe was born in Hawaii. He’s an American, but the Japanese wouldn’t know it by the look of
him. And that’s exactly what the US government is counting on.
 
Because he speaks both English and Japanese perfectly, the army recruits Zenji for a top-secret mission to
spy on the Japanese. If they discover his true identity, he’ll be treated as a traitor and executed on the spot.
 
As World War II boils over in the Pacific, Zenji is caught behind enemy lines. But even though his Japanese
heritage is his death warrant, it’s also his key to outwitting the enemy and finding the strength to face the
terrors of battle, the savagery of the jungle, and the unspeakable cruelty of war.
 
The riveting Hunt for the Bamboo Rat is based on a true story and follows in the path of author Graham
Salisbury’s other highly acclaimed Prisoners of the Empire titles, which began with the
award-winning Under the Blood-Red Sun. 

"Salisbury has once again crafted a fine novel, based on an actual person, about first-generation Americans
of Japanese descent and the clash of culture and national identity that World War II accentuated. . . .  The
story will leave readers spellbound." —Kirkus Reviews, Starred

"Fast-paced and compelling, this title will be enjoyed by voracious and reluctant readers." —SLJ

"The history is fascinating, and Zenji is a fictional hero readers will long remember." —The Horn Book

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Tyler:

The knowledge that you get from Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the Empire) may be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the Empire) giving
you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the Empire)
instantly.

Paul Skeens:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
e-book. The book Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the Empire) it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Ann Birdsell:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the
Empire) is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Edward McClung:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the Empire) can
give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Hunt for the Bamboo Rat (Prisoners of the
Empire).
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