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The behind-the-scenes story of the world's most famous palace, painting a picture of the way its residents
truly lived and examining the palace's legacy, from French history through today

The story of Versailles is one of historical drama, under the last three kings of France's old regime, mixed
with the high camp and glamour of the European courts, all in an iconic home for the French arts. The palace
itself has been radically altered since 1789, and the court was long ago swept away. Versailles sets out to
rediscover what is now a vanished world: a great center of power, seat of royal government, and, for
thousands, a home both grand and squalid, bound by social codes almost incomprehensible to us today.

Using eyewitness testimony as well as the latest historical research, Spawforth offers the first full account of
Versailles in English in over thirty years. Blowing away the myths of Versailles, he analyses afresh the
politics behind the Sun King's construction of the palace and shows how Versailles worked as the seat of a
royal court. He probes the conventional picture of a "perpetual house party" of courtiers and gives full weight
to the darker side: not just the mounting discomfort of the aging buildings but also the intrigue and status
anxiety of its aristocrats. The book brings out clearly the fateful consequences for the French monarchy of its
relocation to Versailles and also examines the changing place of Versailles in France's national identity since
1789.

Many books have told the stories of the royals and artists living in Versailles, but this is the first to turn its
focus on the palace itself---from architecture and politics to scandal and restoration.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Versailles: A Biography of a Palace to
read.

Brady Witt:

Here thing why that Versailles: A Biography of a Palace are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. Versailles: A Biography of a Palace giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Versailles: A Biography of a Palace. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Versailles: A Biography of a Palace in e-book can be your substitute.

Jose Lloyd:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Versailles: A Biography of a
Palace that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could
pick Versailles: A Biography of a Palace become your own starter.

Judy Newberry:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Versailles: A Biography of a Palace this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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