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In today's multicultural and multireligious societies, humour and comedy often become the focus of
controversy over alleged racist or offensive content, as shown, for instance, by the intense debate of Sacha
Baron Cohen's characters Ali G and Borat, and the Prophet Muhammad cartoons published in the Danish
newspaper Jyllands-Posten. Despite these intense debates, commentary on humour in the academy lacks a
clear way of connecting the serious and the humorous, and a clear way of accounting for the serious impact
of comic language. The absence of a developed 'serious' vocabulary with which to judge the humorous tends
to encourage polarized debates, which fail to account for the paradoxes of humour. This book draws on the
social theory of Zygmunt Baumann to examine the linguistic structure of humour, arguing that, as a form of
language similar to metaphor, it is both unstable and unpredictable, and structurally prone to act rhetorically;
that is, to be convincing. Deconstructing the dominant form of racism aimed at black people in the US, and
that aimed at Asians in the UK, The Rhetoric of Racist Humour shows how racist humour expresses and
supports racial stereotypes in the US and UK, while also exploring the forms of resistance presented by the
humour of Black and Asian comedians to such stereotypes. An engaging exploration of modern, late modern
and fluid or postmodern forms of humour, this book will be of interest to sociologists and scholars of cultural
and media studies, as well as those working in the fields of race and ethnicity, humour and cultural theory.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Alexander:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Rhetoric of Racist
Humour: US, UK and Global Race Joking? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Anh Huckaby:

The book The Rhetoric of Racist Humour: US, UK and Global Race Joking can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Rhetoric
of Racist Humour: US, UK and Global Race Joking? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book The Rhetoric of Racist Humour: US, UK and Global Race Joking has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Hager:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Rhetoric of Racist Humour: US,
UK and Global Race Joking to read.

Christina Webb:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Rhetoric of Racist Humour: US, UK and
Global Race Joking is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.
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