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Laws and cultural norms militated against interracial sex in Virginia before the Civil War, and yet it was
ubiquitous in cities, towns, and plantation communities throughout the state. In Notorious in the
Neighborhood, Joshua Rothman examines the full spectrum of interracial sexual relationships under slavery-
-from Thomas Jefferson, Sally Hemings, and the intertwined interracial families of Monticello and
Charlottesville to commercial sex in Richmond, the routinized sexual exploitation of enslaved women, and
adultery across the color line. He explores the complex considerations of legal and judicial authorities who
handled cases involving illicit sex and describes how the customary toleration of sex across the color line
both supported and undermined racism and slavery in the early national and antebellum South.

White Virginians allowed for an astonishing degree of flexibility and fluidity within a seemingly rigid
system of race and interracial relations, Rothman argues, and the relationship between law and custom
regarding racial intermixture was always shifting. As a consequence, even as whites never questioned their
own racial supremacy, the meaning and significance of racial boundaries, racial hierarchy, and ultimately of
race itself always stood on unstable ground--a reality that whites understood and about which they
demonstrated increasing anxiety as the nation's sectional crisis intensified.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Gross:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in
Virginia, 1787-1861.

Lisa Christopher:

The book Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make reading through a book Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in
Virginia, 1787-1861 to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide
open and read a guide Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia,
1787-1861. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So
, how do you think about this publication?

Camille Wolfe:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex
and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 e-book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still skepticism Notorious in the Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia,
1787-1861 as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Nathaniel Cornelius:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Notorious in the



Neighborhood: Sex and Families across the Color Line in Virginia, 1787-1861 which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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