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Why do major historical events such as the Holocaust occupy the forefront of the collective consciousness,
while profound moments such as the Armenian genocide, the McCarthy era, and France's role in North
Africa stand distantly behind? Is it possible that history "overly remembers" some events at the expense of
others? A landmark work in philosophy, Paul Ricoeur's Memory, History, Forgetting examines this
reciprocal relationship between remembering and forgetting, showing how it affects both the perception of
historical experience and the production of historical narrative.

Memory, History, Forgetting, like its title, is divided into three major sections. Ricoeur first takes a
phenomenological approach to memory and mnemonical devices. The underlying question here is how a
memory of present can be of something absent, the past. The second section addresses recent work by
historians by reopening the question of the nature and truth of historical knowledge. Ricoeur explores
whether historians, who can write a history of memory, can truly break with all dependence on memory,
including memories that resist representation. The third and final section is a profound meditation on the
necessity of forgetting as a condition for the possibility of remembering, and whether there can be something
like happy forgetting in parallel to happy memory. Throughout the book there are careful and close readings
of the texts of Aristotle and Plato, of Descartes and Kant, and of Halbwachs and Pierre Nora.

A momentous achievement in the career of one of the most significant philosophers of our age, Memory,
History, Forgetting provides the crucial link between Ricoeur's Time and Narrative and Oneself as Another
and his recent reflections on ethics and the problems of responsibility and representation.

“His success in revealing the internal relations between recalling and forgetting, and how this dynamic
becomes problematic in light of events once present but now past, will inspire academic dialogue and
response but also holds great appeal to educated general readers in search of both method for and insight
from considering the ethical ramifications of modern events. . . . It is indeed a master work, not only in
Ricoeur’s own vita but also in contemporary European philosophy.”—Library Journal 

“Ricoeur writes the best kind of philosophy—critical, economical, and clear.”— New York Times Book
Review
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Marr:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Memory, History, Forgetting. All type
of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Patricia Northcutt:

The knowledge that you get from Memory, History, Forgetting could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to understand but Memory, History, Forgetting giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this specific Memory, History, Forgetting instantly.

Ross Adams:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Memory, History, Forgetting can be
the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Donald Oakes:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Memory, History, Forgetting or maybe others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Memory, History,
Forgetting to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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