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From the beginning, the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary was intended to be an abridgement of the full
Oxford English Dictionary. The first editor, William Little, was appointed in 1902. He worked on it until his
death in 1922, after which the dictionary was completed by H. W. Fowler, Jessie Coulson, and C. T. Onions.
The First Edition was published in 1933, in two volumes.

The Second Edition, published in 1936, contained about 3,000 revisions and additions. The Third Edition
(1944) contained an appendix of addenda and corrigenda, and this edition was reprinted several times with
corrections and additions, the most significant being in 1973, with enlarged addenda (now running to over 70
pages) and a major revision of all the etymologies.

The New Shorter was prepared under the editorship of Lesley Brown 1980-1993. It was the first complete
revision of the dictionary, being in fact not so much an overhaul of the existing text as a reabridgement of the
OED and its Supplements. The Fifth Edition was published in 2002, and reverted to the name Shorter Oxford
English Dictionary to emphasize the link between this 2-volume dictionary and the original 20-volume OED.

The Sixth Edition of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary provides a complete update of this unique
reference work. Based on the 20-volume Oxford English Dictionary, the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary
contains an incredible one-third of the coverage of the Oxford English Dictionary, is just one-tenth of the
size, and includes all words in current English from 1700 to the present day, plus the vocabulary of
Shakespeare, the Bible and other major works in English from before 1700.

The new edition, with a new introductory essay by language expert David Crystal on the History of English,
includes 2,500 new words and senses, plus thousands of antedatings of existing words, drawing on the huge
ongoing research project for the Oxford English Dictionary and the wealth of information on language in use
provided by the Oxford English Corpus. In addition, the work includes many new quotations from recent
authors, a refreshed design, and a complete review of spelling forms and defining vocabulary, making it the
most authoritative reference work available for both modern and historical English.

For scholars and everyone with a serious interest in the English language, the Shorter Oxford English
Dictionary is an unrivalled resource, providing a unique description of the historical development of the
language together with excellent coverage of current English. The Sixth Edition showcases the best of the
traditional strengths of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, while bringing it up to date in its scholarship
and research, in the design and layout, and in its treatment of the changing face of English.

- Contains more than 600,000 words, phrases, and definitions, with coverage of language from the entire
English-speaking world, from North America and the UK to South Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and
the Caribbean
- Fully updated with 2,500 new words and meanings based on the ongoing research programme of Oxford
Dictionaries and the Oxford English Corpus
- Contains all the vocabulary current in general English from 1700 to the present day, as well as earlier major
literary works, including Shakespeare, Milton's poetry, the Authorized Version of the Bible, and Spenser's
Faerie Queene
- Excellent coverage of all types of English encompassing slang, dialect words, technical, historical, and



literary terms, and rare and obsolete words
- Contains over 80,000 quotations illustrating words in use throughout the centuries and thousands of newly
discovered antedatings based on the ongoing research for the OED
- A never-before-published, introductory essay by the eminent language commentator David Crystal on the
History of English provides a stimulating insight into the development of the English language
- Completely refreshed design and layout highlights the links between meanings and quotations for ease of
use and aesthetic appeal
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Blow:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Shorter Oxford
English Dictionary is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Charles Carter:

Typically the book Shorter Oxford English Dictionary will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this
book very suited to you. The book Shorter Oxford English Dictionary is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Dan Villanueva:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Shorter Oxford English Dictionary this publication consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Jeffrey Lambert:

This Shorter Oxford English Dictionary is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Shorter Oxford English Dictionary
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.
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