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Charlton Heston is perhaps most famous for his portrayal of Moses in Cecil B. DeMille's epic The Ten
Commandments and for his Academy Award–winning performance in the 1959 classic Ben-Hur.
Throughout his long career, Heston used his cinematic status as a powerful moral force to effect social and
political change. Author Emilie Raymond examines Heston's role as a crusader for individual rights and his
evolution into a major American political figure with a pivotal role in the conservative movement. Heston's
political activities were as varied as they were time consuming. He worked with the Kennedy, Johnson,
Nixon, Reagan, and first Bush administrations. He marched in support of black civil rights, served as the
president of the Screen Actors Guild, and helped shape policy for the National Endowment for the Arts
before taking on his most high-profile position?president of the National Rifle Association. Over the course
of his career, Heston became disillusioned with the Democrats; he formally registered with the Republican
Party in the 1980s, arguing that the decision was in keeping with his longtime advocacy of individual rights.
From My Cold, Dead Hands is far more than a biography?it is a chronicle of the resurgence of American
conservative thought and, in particular, the birth of neoconservatism. Heston's brand of neoconservatism
differed from that of the exclusively intellectual wing, and he came to represent a previously ignored
segment of neoconservatives operating on the basis of more common, emotionally oriented concerns. The
neocons brought new life to the GOP, and Raymond convincingly argues that Heston revitalized
conservatism in general: his image of morality, individualism, and masculinity lent the conservative
movement credibility with a larger public. He effectively campaigned for conservative candidates and
causes, using his popularity and image to fuel and legitimize his political activities. Heston's high degree of
political engagement not only paved the way for many of today's Hollywood activists but also helped
popularize many of the beliefs of the neoconservative movement. A balanced look at Heston and his
offscreen work, From My Cold, Dead Hands explains how this charismatic man of conviction propelled his
personal beliefs into the political mainstream of America.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Farley:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book From My Cold, Dead Hands: Charlton
Heston and American Politics. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet resources or other social media.

David Manning:

This book untitled From My Cold, Dead Hands: Charlton Heston and American Politics to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by means of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Mary Wright:

From My Cold, Dead Hands: Charlton Heston and American Politics can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
From My Cold, Dead Hands: Charlton Heston and American Politics however doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Janice Evans:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is From My Cold, Dead Hands: Charlton Heston and American Politics
this reserve consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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