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Mourning the death of loved ones and recovering from their loss are universal human experiences, yet the
grieving process is as different between cultures as it is among individuals. As late as the 1960s, the Wari'
Indians of the western Amazonian rainforest ate the roasted flesh of their dead as an expression of
compassion for the deceased and for his or her close relatives. By removing and transforming the corpse,
which embodied ties between the living and the dead and was a focus of grief for the family of the deceased,
Wari' death rites helped the bereaved kin accept their loss and go on with their lives. Drawing on the
recollections of Wari' elders who participated in consuming the dead, this book presents one of the richest,
most authoritative ethnographic accounts of funerary cannibalism ever recorded. Beth Conklin explores
Wari' conceptions of person, body, and spirit, as well as indigenous understandings of memory and emotion,
to explain why the Wari' felt that corpses must be destroyed and why they preferred cannibalism over
cremation.
Her findings challenge many commonly held beliefs about cannibalism and show why, in Wari' terms, it was
considered the most honorable and compassionate way of treating the dead. Beth A. Conklin is Associate
Professor of Anthropology and Religious Studies at Vanderbilt University.
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From reader reviews:

Raul Joyner:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an
Amazonian Society. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important some sort of book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian
Society. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book
as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Sandra Snyder:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Consuming Grief: Compassionate
Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Julio Rico:

The book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society will bring that you the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book Consuming Grief: Compassionate Cannibalism in an
Amazonian Society is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Mary Cox:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Consuming Grief: Compassionate
Cannibalism in an Amazonian Society, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.
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