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First published in 1981, Harry W. Crosby’s Last of the Californios captured the history of the mountain
people of Baja Californiaduring a critical moment of transition, when the 1974 completion of the
transpeninsular highway increased the Californios’ contact with the outside world and profoundly affected
their traditional way of life. This updated and expanded version of that now-classic work incorporates the
fruits of further investigation into the Californios' lives and history, by Crosby and others. The result isthe
most thorough and extensive account of the people of Baja California from the time of the peninsula’s
occupation by the Spaniards in the seventeenth century to the present. Californio Portraits combines history
and sociology to provide an in-depth view of a culture that has managed to survive dramatic changes.

Having ridden hundreds of miles by mule to visit with various Californio families and gain their confidence,
Crosby provides an unparalleled view of their unique lifestyle. Beginning with the story of the first
Californios—the eighteenth-century presidio soldiers who accompanied Jesuit missionaries, followed by
miners and independent ranchers—Crosby provides personal accounts of their modern-day descendants and
the ways they build their homes, prepare their food, find their water, and tan their cowhides. Augmenting his
previous work with significant new sources, material, and photographs, he draws arichly textured portrait of
a people unlike any other—families cultivating skills from an earlier century, living in semi-isolation for
decades and, even after completion of the transpeninsular highway, reachable only by mule and horseback.

Combining arevised and updated text with a new foreword, introduction, and updated bibliography,

Californio Portraits offers the clearest and most detailed portrait possible of afascinating, unique, and
inaccessible people and culture.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Irizarry:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Californio Portraits: Bgja
California's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) is kind of book
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Clara Reece:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Californio Portraits: Baja Californias Vanishing Culture (Before Gold:
California under Spain and Mexico Series) as the daily resource information.

Pauline Muedller:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Californio Portraits. Baja Cadifornia's Vanishing Culture (Before Gold: California under Spain and
Mexico Series) provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

Larry Davis.

Isit anindividual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Californio Portraits: Bgja Californias
Vanishing Culture (Before Gold: California under Spain and Mexico Series) can be the response, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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