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Ideas and the presidency flirt with each other, but can they really get along?

President Clinton had a romance with big ideas. He intently cultivated intellectuals, seducing them with his
characteristic charm and with the promise of real influence on the political stage. Yet most often he
disappointed the big thinkers whose advice he sought.

Benjamin Barber was first invited to Camp David in 1994, along with other prominent members of the
academic community, to participate in a "seminar" with President Clinton on the future of Democratic ideas
and ideals. Afterwards, he became a steady informal adviser to the White House. For a politically committed
professor like Barber, the opportunity was exhilarating—here was an opportunity to put ideas into action, to
link ideas to power. The result was enlightening, if unexpected. The most unpredictable factor was the
president himself: a man of astonishing intellectual gifts, a consummate listener and synthesizer of ideas,
who nonetheless failed to present a stirring progressive vision or even to craft a memorable speech.

With great perceptiveness, wit, and élan, Barber provides a startling meditation on truth and power—and the
truth of power, which is the responsibility of the elected not to an idea but to the electorate. He identifies the
fault lines that future progressive candidates must straddle if they are to win—and the gift they must have, if
they are to be great, of calling forth the best in their fellow citizens. In the end, Barber give us a unique
portrait of our compelling and maddening ex-president, and the hopes and disillusionments he represents.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Coleman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can do that. It
said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until
university need that The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House to read.

Betty Edmond:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House this guide
consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand.
Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of
you.

Beatrice Rogers:

Beside this kind of The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House in your phone, it
may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs in the Clinton White House
because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from now!

Jennifer Shipley:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Truth of Power: Intellectual Affairs
in the Clinton White House can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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