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Bella Bathurst’s epic story of Robert Louis Stevenson’s ancestors and the building of the Scottish coastal
lighthouses against impossible odds.

‘Whenever I smell salt water, I know that I am not far from one of the works of my ancestors,’ wrote Robert
Louis Stevenson in 1880. ‘When the lights come out at sundown along the shores of Scotland, I am proud to
think they burn more brightly for the genius of my father!’

Robert Louis Stevenson was the most famous of the Stevensons, but not by any means the most productive.
The Lighthouse Stevensons, all four generations of them, built every lighthouse round Scotland, were
responsible for a slew of inventions in both construction and optics, and achieved feats of engineering in
conditions that would be forbidding even today. The same driven energy which Robert Louis Stevenson put
into writing, his ancestors put into lighting the darkness of the seas. ‘The Lighthouse Stevensons’ is a story
of high endeavour, beautifully told; indeed, is was one of the most celebrated works of historical biography
in recent memory.

‘My own interest in the Lighthouse Stevensons is threefold. Firstly, from the writings of Robert Louis
Stevenson, who turned his family’s trade into the raw gold of all his best fiction. Secondly, from various trips
around Scotland. The country’s coast is a mass of storm-beaten rocks and treacherous headlands on which
even the seagulls have trouble landing. It is impossible not to speculate what combination of courage and
skill built the lighthouses around such an environment. And thirdly, because somewhere in there,
unrecognised and unsung, is the most wonderful story!’
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From reader reviews:

Carol Hughes:

This book untitled The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...) to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Mary Goldstein:

The e-book with title The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...) includes a lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Eleanor Bender:

Beside that The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...) in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to
have The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from at this point!

Kenneth Roland:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually The Lighthouse Stevensons (Stranger Than...). This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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