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As cities have gentrified, educated urbanites have come to prize what they regard as "authentic" urban life:
aging buildings, art galleries, small boutiques, upscale food markets, neighborhood old-timers, funky ethnic
restaurants, and old, family-owned shops. These signify a place's authenticity, in contrast to the bland
standardization of the suburbs and exurbs.

But as Sharon Zukin shows in Naked City, the rapid and pervasive demand for authenticity--evident in
escalating real estate prices, expensive stores, and closely monitored urban streetscapes--has helped drive out
the very people who first lent a neighborhood its authentic aura: immigrants, the working class, and artists.
Zukin traces this economic and social evolution in six archetypal New York areas--Williamsburg, Harlem,
the East Village, Union Square, Red Hook, and the city's community gardens--and travels to both the city's
first IKEA store and the World Trade Center site. She shows that for followers of Jane Jacobs, this
transformation is a perversion of what was supposed to happen. Indeed, Naked City is a sobering update of
Jacobs' legendary 1961 book, The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Like Jacobs, Zukin looks at
what gives neighborhoods a sense of place, but argues that over time, the emphasis on neighborhood
distinctiveness has become a tool of economic elites to drive up real estate values and effectively force out
the neighborhood "characters" that Jacobs so evocatively idealized.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Christensen:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic
Urban Places. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Linda Porter:

The book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Deanna Nance:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Edwin Dulac:

Beside this particular Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot



be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from at this point!
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