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The fascinating six-hundred-year history of one of the world's most coveted gems and the royal feuds,
intrigues, and betrayals it engendered

The Sancy Diamond first came to Europe from India in the fourteenth century, and until 1661 it was the
largest white diamond-and the most concentrated and secure form of wealth-in all of Christendom.
Alternately believed to impart invincibility to its wearer and to bring ruin to any who owned it, the Sancy
cast a seemingly mystical spell over everyone from the king of Portugal to Henry III of France to England's
Elizabeth I to Napoleon Bonaparte and Queen Maria Luisa of Spain.

The riveting account of one of the most hotly pursued gems in history, The Sancy Blood Diamond follows its
six-century journey from the diamond mines of Golconda to where it now modestly resides at the Louvre,
among the remnants of the French crown jewels. In a colorful, fast-paced narrative, historian Susan Ronald
describes the often violent passions the Sancy engendered among many of the giants of European history.
She also describes the pivotal roles it played on the chessboard of European geopolitics, and how it was used
to raise armies, settle national debts, and enhance its owners' power and prestige.

Working from primary sources, Ronald solves, once and for all, the mystery of the Sancy's disappearances in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and she explores the legend of the Sancy curse, which arose after the
violent deaths of Burgundy's Charles the Bold, England's Charles I, France's Louis XVI, and other ill-fated
owners.
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From reader reviews:

Bryan Rodriguez:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power,
Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's Most Coveted Gems. All type of book would you see
on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Enrique Hayes:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the
World's Most Coveted Gems as the daily resource information.

Ann Potter:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in
the top list in your reading list is The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One
of the World's Most Coveted Gems. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Sandra Kelley:

You may get this The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's
Most Coveted Gems by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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