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They work hard, are devoted to family, love sex, and know the importance of a good piece of real estate.
Honey bees, and the daily workings of their close-knit colonies, are one of nature's great miracles. And they
produce one of nature's greatest edible bounties: honey. More than just a palate pleaser, honey was once an
offering to the gods, a preservative, and a medicine whose sought-after curative powers were detailed in
ancient texts . . . and are being rediscovered by modern medical science.

In Lettersfrom the Hive, Prof. Stephen Buchmann takes usinto the hive--nursery, honey factory, queen's
inner sanctum--and out to the world of backyard gardens, open fields, and desertsin full bloom, where the
age-old sexua dance between flowers and bees makes life on earth as we know it possible. Hailed for their
hard work, harmonious society, and, mistakenly, for their celibacy, bees have alink to our species that goes
beyond biology. In L etters from the Hive, Buchmann explores the fascinating role of bees in human culture
and mythology, following the "honey hunters' of native culturesin Malaysia, the Himalayas, and the
Australian Outback as they risk life and limb to locate a treasure as valuable as any gold.

To contemplate aworld without beesisto imagine a desolate place, culturally and biologically, and
Buchmann shows how with each acre of land sacrificed to plow, parking lot, or shopping mall, weinch
closer to what could become a chilling reality. He also offers honey-based recipes, cooking tips, and home
remedies--further evidence of the gifts these creatures have bestowed on us.

Told with wit, wisdom, and affection, and rich with anecdote and science, L etter s from the Hive is nature
writing at its best. Thisis natural history to be treasured, a sweet tribute that buzzes with life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Anne Stewart:

The book Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave avery important thing
like abook Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Letters from the Hive: An
Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by open and read aguide. So it isvery
wonderful.

Rita Campanélli:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various waysto
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind, you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a e-book.

David Williams:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind this
guide consist alot of the information with the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all
of you.

Mary Grays:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well asto make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart



or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this Letters from the Hive: An Intimate History of Bees, Honey, and Humankind can make you
sense more interested to read.
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