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If you've never even been to Southeast Asia, can you be a Vietnam veteran? In a novel that captures the life
and times of a generation, Mark Busby takes us on a journey through an era of hippies, the shootings at Kent
State University, integration, and Woodstock. Fort Benning Blues tells the story of Vietnam from this side of
the ocean.

Drafted in 1969, Jeff Adams faces a war he doesn't understand. While trying to delay the inevitable tour of
duty in Vietnam, Adams attends Officer Candidate School in Fort Benning, Georgia, desperately hoping
Nixon will achieve “peace with honor” before he graduates. The Army's job is to weed out the “duds,”
“turkeys,” and “dummies” in an effort to keep not only the officers but also the men under their command
alive in the rice paddies of Vietnam. It doesn't take long for the stress to create casualties.

Lieutenant Rancek, Adams' training officer at OCS, is ready to cut candidates from the program for any
perceived weakness. He does this, not for the Army, but because he wants only the best “. . . leading the
platoon on my right” when he goes to Vietnam.

Hugh Budwell, one of Adams' roommates, brings the laid-back spirit of California with him to Fort Benning.
Tired of practicing estate law, he joins the Army to relieve the boredom he feels pervades his life. About
Officer Candidate School, Budwell states, “If I wanted to go through it without any trouble, I'd be wondering
about myself.”

Candidate Patrick “Sheriff” Garrett, a black southerner, spends a night with Adams in the low-crawl pit after
they both raise Rancek's ire. Expecting racism when he joined the Army, Garrett copes better than most with
the rigors of Officer Candidate School.

Busby uses song lyrics, newspaper headlines, and the jargon of the era to bring the sixties and seventies alive
again. Henry Kissinger is described as “Peter Sellers as Dr. Strangelove” and Lieutenant William “Rusty”
Calley as “Howdy Doody in uniform.” Of My Lai, Busby says, “At Fort Benning everybody took those
actions as a matter of course.”

As America continues to try to comprehend the effects of one of the most transforming eras in our history,
Fort Benning Blues adds another perspective to the meaning of being a Vietnam veteran.
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From reader reviews:

Harvey Hobbs:

This Fort Benning Blues book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Fort Benning Blues without
we recognize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Fort Benning Blues can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Fort Benning Blues having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Ann Bland:

This Fort Benning Blues are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key
reason why of this Fort Benning Blues can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Fort Benning Blues giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Ronna Rutledge:

The book untitled Fort Benning Blues contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy approach. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new
period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

William McNeill:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Fort Benning Blues. You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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