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What is the "real Russia"? What is the relationship between national dreams and kitsch, between political
and artistic utopia and everyday existence? Commonplaces of daily living would be perfect clues for those
seeking to understand a culture. But all who write big books on Russian life confess their failure to get
properly inside Russia, to understand its "doublespeak."

Boym is a unique guide. A member of the last Soviet Generation, the Russian equivalent of our Generation
X, she grew up in Leningrad and has lived in the West for the past thirteen years. Her book provides a view
of Russia that is historically informed, replete with unexpected detail, and everywhere stamped with
authority. Alternating analysis with personal accounts of Russian life, Boym conveys the foreignness of
Russia and examines its peculiar conceptions of private life and common good, of Culture and Trash, of
sincerity and banality. Armed with a Dictionary of Untranslatable Terms, we step around Uncle Fedia asleep
in the hall, surrounded by a puddle of urine, and enter the Communal Apartment, the central exhibit of the
book. It is the ruin of the communal utopia and a unique institution of Soviet daily life; a model Soviet home
and a breeding ground for grassroots informants. Here, privacy is forbidden; here the inhabitants defiantly
treasure their bits of "domestic trash," targets of ideological campaigns for the transformation (perestroika)
of everyday life.

Against the Russian and Soviet myths of national destiny, the trivial, the ordinary, even the trashy, take on a
utopian dimension. Boym studies Russian culture in a broad sense of the word; she ranges from nineteenth-
and twentieth-century intellectual thought to art and popular culture. With her we go walking in Moscow and
Leningrad, eavesdrop on domestic life, and discover jokes, films, and TV programs. Boym then reflects on
the 1991 coup that marked the end of the Soviet Union and evoked fin de siècle apocalyptic visions. The
book ends with a poignant reflection on the nature of communal utopia and nostalgia, on homesickness and
the sickness of being home.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Hill:

The event that you get from Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African
Adventure; 3) is the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Common Places: Mythologies of
Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia
(Library of African Adventure; 3) instantly.

Charline Fendley:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life
in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of
African Adventure; 3) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Sharon Doyle:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3). Contain
your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.

Alexandra Dickey:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in
Russia (Library of African Adventure; 3) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open
a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Common Places: Mythologies of Everyday Life in Russia



(Library of African Adventure; 3) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of these time.
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