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After the Glorious Revolution, a not so glorious age of lawlessness befell England. Crime ran rampant, and
highwaymen, thieves, and prostitutes ruled the land. Execution by hanging often punished the smallest
infractions, and rip-roaring stories of fearless criminals proliferated, giving birth to a new medium: the
newspaper. In 1724, housebreaker Jack Sheppard—a “pocket Hercules,” his small frame packed with
muscle—finally met the hangman. Street singers sang ballads about the Cockney burglar because no prison
could hold him. Each more astonishing than the last, his final jailbreak took him through six successive
locked rooms, after which he shimmied down two blankets from the prison roof to the street below. Just
before Sheppard swung, he gave an account of his life to a writer in the crowd. Daniel Defoe stood in the
shadow of the day’s literati—Swift, Pope, Gay—and had done hard time himself for sedition and
bankruptcy. He saw how prison corrupted the poor. They came out thieves, but he came out a journalist. Six
months later, the author of Robinson Crusoe and Moll Flanders covered another death at the hanging tree.
Jonathan Wild looked every bit the brute—body covered in scars from dagger, sword, and gun, bald head
patched with silver plates from a fractured skull—and he had all but invented the double-cross. He cultivated
young thieves, profited from their work, then turned them in for his reward—and their execution. But one
man refused to play his game. Sheppard didn’t take orders from this self-proclaimed “thief-taker general,”
nor would he hawk his loot through Wild’s fences. The two-faced bounty hunter took it personally and
helped bring the young burglar’s life to an end. But when Wild’s charade came to light, he quickly became
the most despised man in the land. When he was hanged for his own crimes, the mob wasn’t rooting for Wild
as it had for Sheppard. Instead, they hurled stones, rotten food, and even dead animals at him. Defoe once
again got the scoop, and tabloid journalism as we know it had begun.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

In other case, little people like to read book Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and
Jack Sheppard Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Thief-Taker Hangings: How
Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Kenisha Perkins:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Thief-Taker
Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard Captivated London and Created the
Celebrity Criminal suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard Captivated
London and Created the Celebrity Criminalis one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Francisco London:

The reserve untitled Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard
Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal is the publication that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild, and Jack Sheppard
Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Christina Pena:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of



books in the top checklist in your reading list is Thief-Taker Hangings: How Daniel Defoe, Jonathan Wild,
and Jack Sheppard Captivated London and Created the Celebrity Criminal. This book which can be qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.
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