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A LONDON publisher has brought out in excellent style a facsimile of the first (1579) edition of Spenser’s
Shepheardes Calender, edited by Mr. H. Oskar Sommer, whose introduction is a really valuable addition to
critical literature, inasmuch as it settles the question of the authorship of the “Glosse,” or explanatory
commentary, accompanying the poem. This is professedly written by one “E. K.,” who represents himself as
a friend of the unknown author—for it was not until [611, when the poem was reprinted for the sixth time,
that Spenser’s name was attached to it. In 1579 no one seems to have cared to know who the anonymous
poet’s friend might be; but many years afterwards people began to inquire about “E. K.” and, finding that a
certain Edward Kirke (or Kerke) was at Cambridge at the same time with Spenser and in the very same
college, hastily decided that he must be the man.

There was not then, nor has there since been found, a particle of evidence that Kirke and Spenser were
friends; but nearly all the editors and critics have nevertheless assumed that the identity of the initials settled
the question. Hales, for instance, in his useful “Globe” edition of the poet, says: “These poems were ushered
into the world by Spenser’s college friend (in Cambridge), Edward Kirke, for such no doubt is the true
interpretation of the initials, ‘E. K.’” A few critics, among whom was Craik, ventured, however, to suggest
that “E. K." might be Spenser himself; and Mr. Sommer has now practically proved that they were right. We
can refer here to only one bit. of evidence out of many that he adduces; but this alone is conclusive. In the
comments on the Eclogue of May, “ E. K." quotes a Latin couplet, of which he gives his own translation
thus:

“All that I take did I joy, and all that I greedily gorged
As for the many goodly matters left I for others.”

In a letter to Harvey, dated April 10, 1580, Spenser gives the same couplet (except for the change of “all
that” to “that which”) as his own “extempore” translation of the Latin.

The reproduction of the poem in the present edition is by photography from one of the four copies of the
original now in existence. The text is in black letter, with quaint woodcuts as vignettes to the twelve
divisions, or months. The mechanical execution is of the daintiest, and only 520 numbered copies are issued.

– The Literary World, Vol. 20 [1889]
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From reader reviews:

Cathryn Walker:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Shepheardes Calender. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book The
Shepheardes Calender. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era,
you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Hilton:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Shepheardes
Calender suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled The Shepheardes Calenderis one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know
before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand
the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world in this book.

Colleen Edwards:

This The Shepheardes Calender is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Shepheardes Calender in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second
right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt that?

Shawn Clay:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The Shepheardes Calender this book consist a lot of the information in the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes



this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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