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Although Freud made only one visit to the United States, the spectacular rise and equally precipitous decline
of his theories on human behavior continue to make headlines. In 1956, celebrating the centennial of Freud's
birth, popular magazines reported that this "Darwin of the Mind" had fathered modern psychiatry,
psychology, child raising, education, and sexual attitudes. But by 1975, Sir Peter Medawar, a medical
research scientist and a Nobel Prize winner, announced in the New York Review of Books that "doctrinaire
psychoanalytic theory" was the "most stupendous intellectual confidence trick of the twentieth century." In
1984, a headline in Ms. Magazine--"The Hundred Year Cover Up: How Freud Betrayed Women"--neatly
summed up two decades of scathing feminist criticism. How much of this extraordinary sea change in
Freud's American reputation is due to the nature of psychoanalysis itself, and how much to shifts in
American society? And what, if anything, of the Freudian legacy will survive the current crisis of
psychoanalysis?

The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis, the long awaited conclusion to Nathan G. Hale's pathbreaking history
of the American psychoanalytic movement, Freud and the Americans, offers a brilliant analysis of Freud's
continuing impact on the American cultural landscape. With skill and insight, Hale traces the extraordinary
popularization of Freud's ideas through magazines, books, and even novels and Hollywood movies, and
reveals how the vast human laboratory of World War I seemed to confirm Freud's theories about the
irrational and brutal elements of human nature. Not only did psychoanalysis prove effective for treating the
frightful nightmares and other symptoms of shell-shocked soldiers, its promise of helping individuals fulfill
their potential fit neatly into the uniquely American pattern of self-improvement and upward mobility.
Weighing the recurrent controversies that raged over the scientific validity of Freud's theories with the
arguments of influential intellectuals who saw in psychoanalysis a sweeping criticism of traditional sexual
mores, Hale shows how and why psychoanalysis came to have such a pervasive influence on the fabric of
American life, from child care to criminology. The twenties and thirties saw psychoanalysis transform itself
from the calling of a self-chosen group of avant-garde psychiatrists and neurologists to a profession with its
own institutions for training and certification. Hale documents how the American insistence on medical
training, while greatly annoying to Freud himself, was essential to U.S. acceptance of the psychoanalytic
profession. He recreates the enormous vogue enjoyed by psychoanalysis in the years after the Second World
War, and the inevitable backlash leading up to the current crisis. As feminists rebelled against Freud's rigid
gender roles, new psychotherapies and new drugs narrowed the problems for which psychoanalysis seemed
appropriate, and even orthodox analysts began to question the effectiveness of the therapy when analyses
lengthened from one or two to five, ten, or more years.

In its final chapters, The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis offers a comprehensive and authoritative
assessment of the psychoanalytic movement as it continues to respond to these challenges. Illuminating both
the boldness and sweep of Freud's analytic vision and its limitations, it is destined to become a definitive
work.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Schmidt:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the
Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.).

Brady Witt:

The book untitled The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans,
1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new age of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Aaron Marks:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the
United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) can
give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Rise and Crisis of
Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale, Nathan G. Freud and the
Americans, V. 2.).

William Ochoa:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud and the Americans, 1917-1985 (Hale,



Nathan G. Freud and the Americans, V. 2.) when you necessary it?
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