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When Thoreau wrote in his Journal in 1841, Good poetry seems so simple and natural a thing that when we
meet it we wonder that all men are not always poets, and when Whitman describes Leaves of Grass as a
language experiment, they are expressing an approach to poetry that never ceased and has grown
continuously during recent decades. This ground-breaking anthology of the early 1970s takes such an
approach in presenting the poetry of the North American continent. It includes many recognized poets of the
period, though appearing here in often unexpected contexts, and others who have been overlooked but whose
contributions to the development of poetry are revolutionary. Starting from their own moment, the editors
have read back into the more distant past and selected from broad American traditions works that had
thitherto been considered outside the realm of poetry proper: the native poetry of the American continent,
African-American sermons, blues and gospels, and the sacred, often innovative poetry of such radical
religious groups as the Shakers. The book takes its title from William Blake's poem presenting the American
Revolution as not only a powerful, promising and problematic historical event but the birth of a new
development in man's consciousness-one that finds complex expression in the poetry of a continent.
Selections mostly appear non-chronologically in juxtapositions suggesting what T. S. Eliot called the
simultaneous order of all poetries of all times.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Morales:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important usually. The book America a Prophecy: A New Reading of American
Poetry from Pre-Columbian Times to the Present has been making you to know about other understanding
and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide America
a Prophecy: A New Reading of American Poetry from Pre-Columbian Times to the Present is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book America a Prophecy: A New
Reading of American Poetry from Pre-Columbian Times to the Present. You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Linda Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this America a Prophecy: A New
Reading of American Poetry from Pre-Columbian Times to the Present book because book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Bruce Sandlin:

Often the book America a Prophecy: A New Reading of American Poetry from Pre-Columbian Times to the
Present has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Ron Matthies:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book America a Prophecy: A New Reading of American Poetry
from Pre-Columbian Times to the Present was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book America a Prophecy: A New Reading of American Poetry from Pre-Columbian Times to the
Present has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading that.
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