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With his trademark goatee, dark glasses, and hat, Thelonious Monk is an image of coolness. Jazz fans revere
Monk for his groundbreaking compositions and piano playing from the 1950s and 1960s, but to a wider
audience he stands for something much bigger: the idea of native genius; a quirky, absent-minded, unalloyed
originality that is the perfect symbol of the undefinable essence of jazz. The man behind the mystique is now
more interesting and edifying, thanks to extraordinary, unprecedented access to Monk's closest friends and
family, his private papers, and hours of audiotapes of Monk himself. Monk's musical and cultural education
blended together the key strands of African-American music traditions: from church hymns, to ecstatic
stomping and call-and-response, to the blues. When he put it together with the Kansas City and New York
dancehall music of swing, he reached a cultural apex unlike anyone before or after him. A husband and
father, Monk moved in with an aristocratic Dutch hipster known as 'the Jazz Baroness,' a key, strange patron
of modern jazz. He continued to compose subtle, deceptively simple-sounding classics, while descending
into depression and erratic behaviour. A once-energetic, joking, handsome young man grew into a tortured
artist, and the Monk mystique took hold. Now Kelly reveals that this talented musician was in fact a much
more complex and interesting figure than his image would suggest. A fascinating biography, not just for
Monk and jazz fans, but for those interested in the fragile spirit of human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Moreland:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original
has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original is not
only giving you more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Thelonious Monk: The Life and
Times of an American Original. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Donna Moore:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Thelonious Monk: The Life and
Times of an American Original that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an
American Original become your own starter.

Lawrence Woods:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer may be Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original why
because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Brett Nash:

This Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Thelonious Monk: The Life and Times of an American Original in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world within



ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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