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Eleanor Butler's family wanted her enter a convent. Sarah Ponsonby was fending off the unwanted attentions
of her guardian. All that both women wanted was to live together and devote their lives to each other, and in
1778 they ran away from their aristocratic homes in Ireland to settle in Llangollen, Wales, to devote
themselves to 'delicious seclusion' and 'romantic friendship'. Their chosen path was not an easy one: their
families disowned them, and, accustomed to a comfortable life, they were soon in debt. This did not stop
them transforming Plas Newydd, the little cottage they chose, into the Gothic residence of their dreams,
complete with well-stocked library and extensive gardens, while dabbling in genteel farming, and carrying
out a rigorous programme of correspondence and self-improvement. Their determination to live private lives
away from the glare of society was compromised by their growing celebrity, and prominent members of the
intelligentsia and the literary and political circles of the day found their way to Plas Newydd to enjoy their
company and wit and to admire their achievements. The Ladies lived into devoted old age, caring for each
other to the last, and became a local legend. Elizabeth Mavor brings these two characters vividly to life:
Eleanor with her forceful personality, French education and crippling migraines, and Sarah, much younger
and more retiring, but quietly assertive as well as caring. This well researched and beautifully written
account examines the nature of their intimate relationship, the relevance or otherwise of the term 'lesbian',
and the notion of 'romantic friendship' in the eighteenth century and later. She takes an often humorous look
at their tempestuous relations with family, friends, servants, neighbours and the polite society that they
rejected in favour of the very special world they created for themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Jacobs:

This The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in Romantic Friendship are usually reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in Romantic
Friendship can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in Romantic Friendship
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Charles Hager:

The book untitled The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in Romantic Friendship is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in Romantic Friendship from
the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Alfred Greenwell:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in
Romantic Friendship can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Vincent Espinoza:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top
list in your reading list will be The Ladies of Llangollen: A Study in Romantic Friendship. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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