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Deserts are commonly imagined as barren, defiled, worthless places, wastelands in need of development.
This understanding has fueled extensive anti-desertification efforts -- a multimillion-dollar global campaign
driven by perceptions of a looming crisis. In this book, Diana Davis argues that estimates of desertification
have been significantly exaggerated and that deserts and drylands -- which constitute about 41% of the
earth's landmass -- are actually resilient and biodiverse environments in which a great many indigenous
people have long lived sustainably. Meanwhile, contemporary arid lands development programs and anti-
desertification efforts have met with little success. As Davis explains, these environments are not governed
by the equilibrium ecological dynamics that apply in most other regions. Davis shows that our notion of the
arid lands as wastelands derives largely from politically motivated Anglo-European colonial assumptions
that these regions had been laid waste by "traditional" uses of the land. Unfortunately, such assumptions still
frequently inform policy. Drawing on political ecology and environmental history, Davis traces changes in
our understanding of deserts, from the benign views of the classical era to Christian associations of the desert
with sinful activities to later (neo)colonial assumptions of destruction. She further explains how our thinking
about deserts is problematically related to our conceptions of forests and desiccation. Davis concludes that a
new understanding of the arid lands as healthy, natural, but variable ecosystems that do not necessarily need
improvement or development will facilitate a more sustainable future for the world's magnificent drylands.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Moody:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Arid Lands: History, Power,
Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet options or other social media.

Laura Dumas:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Arid Lands: History, Power,
Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Michael Lockwood:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely The Arid Lands: History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable Future).

Crystal Babin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the The Arid Lands: History, Power, Knowledge (History for a Sustainable
Future) when you essential it?
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