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Boasting arich, complex history rooted in Celtic and Christian ritual, Halloween has evolved from ethnic
celebration to ablend of street festival, fright night, and vast commercial enterprise. In this colorful history,
Nicholas Rogerstakes alively, entertaining look at the cultural origins and development of one of the most
popular holidays of the year.

Drawing on afascinating array of sources, from classical history to Hollywood films, Rogers traces
Halloween as it emerged from the Cedltic festival of Samhain (summer's end), picked up elements of the
Christian Hallowtide (All Saint's Day and All Soul's Day), arrived in North America as an Irish and Scottish
festival, and evolved into an unofficial but large-scale holiday by the early 20th century. He examines the
1970s and '80s phenomena of Halloween sadism (razor blades in apples) and inner-city violence (arsonin
Detroit), aswell as the immense influence of the horror film genre on the reinvention of Halloween as a
terror-fest. Throughout his vivid account, Rogers shows how Halloween remains, at its core, a night of
inversion, when social norms are turned upside down, and atemporary freedom of expression reigns
supreme. He examines how this very license has prompted censure by the religious Right, occasional outrage
from law enforcement officials, and appropriation by Left-leaning political groups.

Engagingly written and based on extensive research, Halloween is the definitive history of the most
bewitching day of the year, illuminating the intricate history and shifting cultural forces behind this enduring
trick-or-treat holiday.
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From reader reviews:
Michaed Riddle

The book Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night has alot info onit. So when you check out this book
you can get alot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some
research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Brandon Justice:

Beside this particular Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night in your phone, it may give you away to
get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Technigques you still want to missit? Find this book as well asread it from
today!

Irene Delong:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isidentified as of book
Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical

that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Jeannie Brenner:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could aso bring us to around the
world. From the book Halloween: From Pagan Ritual to Party Night we can consider more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Halloween: From
Pagan Ritual to Party Night. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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