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Issues of identity figure prominently in Native North American communities, mediating their histories,
traditions, culture, and status. This is certainly true of the Mi’kmaw people of Nova Scotia, whose lives on
reserves create highly complex economic, social, political, and spiritual realities. This ethnography
investigates identity construction and negotiations among the Mi’kmaq, as well as the role of identity
dynamics in Mi’kmaw social relationships on and off the reserve. Featuring direct testimonies from over
sixty individuals, this work offers a vivid firsthand perspective on contemporary Mi’kmaw reserve life.

Simone Poliandri begins First Nations, Identity, and Reserve Life with a search for the criteria used by the
Mi’kmaq to construct their identities, which are traced within the context of their different perceptions of
community, tradition, spirituality, relationship with the Catholic Church, and the recent reevaluation of the
iconic figure of late activist Annie Mae Aquash. Building on the notions of self-identification and ascribed
identity as the primary components of identity, Poliandri argues that placing others at specific locations
within the social landscape of their communities allows the Mi’kmaq to define and reinforce their own
spaces by way of association, contrast, or both. This identification of others highlights Mi’kmaw people’s
agency in shaping and monitoring the representations of their identities. With its theoretical insights, this
richly textured ethnography will enhance understanding of identity dynamics among Indigenous
communities even as it illuminates the unique nature of the Mi’kmaw people.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

This book untitled First Nations, Identity, and Reserve Life: The Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Derrick Tompkins:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled First Nations, Identity, and Reserve Life: The Mi'kmaq of Nova
Scotia can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Maria Peterson:

Beside this particular First Nations, Identity, and Reserve Life: The Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia in your phone,
it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have First Nations, Identity, and Reserve Life: The Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get
what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Judy Yelle:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide First Nations, Identity, and Reserve Life: The Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia was filled
in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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