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This is a book about the dramatic periods in the Earth's history called mass extinctions - short periods (by
geological standards) when life nearly died out on Earth. The most famous is the mass extinction that
happened about 65 million years ago, and that caused the death of the dinosaurs. But that was not the worst
mass extinction: that honour goes to the extinction at the end of the Permian Period, about 250 million years
ago, when over 90% of life is thought to
have become extinct.

What caused these catastrophes? Was it the effects of a massive meteorite impact? There is evidence for such
an impact about 65 million years ago. Or was it a period of massive volcanic activity? There is evidence in
the rocks of huge lava flows at periods that match several of the mass extinctions. Was it something to do
with climate change and sea level? Or was it a combination of some or all of these?

The question has been haunting geologists for a number of years, and it forms one of the most exciting areas
of research in geology today. In this book, Tony Hallam, a distinguished geologist and writer, looks at all the
different theories and also what the study of mass extinctions might tell us about the future. If climate change
is a key factor, we may well, as some scientists have suggested, be in a period of mass extinction of our own
making.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Milbourn:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The
causes of mass extinctions book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Mark Miller:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass
extinctions as the daily resource information.

Peggy Dunn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The
causes of mass extinctions book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Catastrophes and
Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions as good book not merely by the cover but also through the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Karen Bright:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Catastrophes and Lesser Calamities: The causes of mass extinctions can make you



sense more interested to read.
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