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The definitive biography of Henry Kissinger, based on unprecedented access to his private papers

No American statesman has been as revered or as reviled as Henry Kissinger. Once hailed as “Super
K”—the “indispensable man” whose advice has been sought by every president from Kennedy to
Obama—he has also been hounded by conspiracy theorists, scouring his every “telcon” for evidence of
Machiavellian malfeasance. Yet as Niall Ferguson shows in this magisterial two-volume biography, drawing
not only on Kissinger’s hitherto closed private papers but also on documents from more than a hundred
archives around the world, the idea of Kissinger as the ruthless arch-realist is based on a profound
misunderstanding.

The first half of Kissinger’s life is usually skimmed over as a quintessential tale of American ascent: the
Jewish refugee from Hitler’s Germany who made it to the White House. But in this first of two volumes,
Ferguson shows that what Kissinger achieved before his appointment as Richard Nixon’s national security
adviser was astonishing in its own right. Toiling as a teenager in a New York factory, he studied
indefatigably at night. He was drafted into the U.S. infantry and saw action at the Battle of the Bulge—as
well as the liberation of a concentration camp—but ended his army career interrogating Nazis. It was at
Harvard that Kissinger found his vocation. Having immersed himself in the philosophy of Kant and the
diplomacy of Metternich, he shot to celebrity by arguing for “limited nuclear war.” Nelson Rockefeller hired
him. Kennedy called him to Camelot. Yet Kissinger’s rise was anything but irresistible. Dogged by press
gaffes and disappointed by “Rocky,” Kissinger seemed stuck—until a trip to Vietnam changed everything.
 
The Idealist is the story of one of the most important strategic thinkers America has ever produced. It is also
a political Bildungsroman, explaining how “Dr. Strangelove” ended up as consigliere to a politician he had
always abhorred. Like Ferguson’s classic two-volume history of the House of Rothschild, Kissinger sheds
dazzling new light on an entire era. The essential account of an extraordinary life, it recasts the Cold War
world.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist
book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sara Otoole:

Why? Because this Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Joanna Weekley:

This Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Kissinger:
1923-1968: The Idealist in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

John Montes:

Beside that Kissinger: 1923-1968: The Idealist in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Kissinger:
1923-1968: The Idealist because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!
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