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The essays in The Hand and the Soul explore the question of how ethical ideas guiding the design process--a
concern for the environment or for social justice--relate to the beauty of our buildings, cities, and artworks.
The book presents a range of viewpoints and does not ignore the perils of an easy association of ethics and
aesthetics. Yet the majority of contributors, among them historians, theorists, as well practicing designers
and artists, argue passionately in defense of the idea that the good and the beautiful can and should be able to
find a common ground in the design disciplines.

The book begins with an exploration of recent difficulties in pairing ethics and aesthetics. Can one effect a
philosophical convergence of these elements, or is it dangerous to conflate moral and aesthetic terms? The
discussion continues with considerations of the overlap that occurs between the fine arts and the design
disciplines, the intersection of aesthetic theory and practice with sustainability and environmental science,
and the concept of "open works"?projects whose design processes are flexible, nonhierarchical, and attuned
to the unique features of a particular place or cultural situation. The book concludes with a look at several
contrasting ideas developed in the essays and examines ethics as a desire for community, as well as a sense
of responsibility, an obligation to contemplate not only what buildings offer us but also what they may take
away.

In juxtaposing the work of historians and theorists with that of practicing designers and artists, The Hand and
the Soul, whose title is drawn from an essay by American artist Philip Guston, seeks to bridge the divide
between theory and practice, between abstract ethical or aesthetic concepts and practical ways of making
tangible artifacts. In a field dominated by esoteric studies and, at the other extreme, primarily illustrated
works, The Hand and the Soul offers a vital discussion that is at once theoretically rigorous and grounded in
the practice of art, architecture, landscape architecture, and urbanism.

Contributors

Richard Shusterman * Joan Ockman * Howard Singerman * Robin Dripps * Nathaniel Coleman * Thomas
Berding * Steven A. Moore * William Sherman * Timothy Beatley * Elissa Rosenberg * Phoebe Crisman *
Sanda Iliescu * W. G. Clark
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From reader reviews:

Dewey Newkirk:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Hand
and the Soul: Aesthetics and Ethics in Architecture and Art, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Lawrence Seay:

This The Hand and the Soul: Aesthetics and Ethics in Architecture and Art is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can say
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having The Hand and the Soul: Aesthetics and Ethics in Architecture and Art in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Raymond Dahms:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Hand and the Soul: Aesthetics and Ethics in
Architecture and Art can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Hand and the Soul:
Aesthetics and Ethics in Architecture and Art.

Jessica Bradburn:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update in relation to something by book. Different



categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Hand and the Soul:
Aesthetics and Ethics in Architecture and Art.
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