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A gripping intellectual history reveals how Oliver Wendell Holmes became a free-speech advocate and
established the modern understanding of the First Amendment

No right seems more fundamental to American public life than freedom of speech. Yet well into the
twentieth century, that freedom was still an unfulfilled promise, with Americans regularly imprisoned merely
for speaking out against government policies. Indeed, free speech as we know it comes less from the First
Constitutional Amendment than from a most unexpected source: Supreme Court justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes. A lifelong skeptic, he disdained all individual rights, including the right to express one's political
views. But in 1919, it was Holmes who wrote a dissenting opinion that would become the canonical
affirmation of free speech in the United States.

Why did Holmes change his mind? That question has puzzled historians for almost a century. Now, with the
aid of newly discovered letters and confidential memos, law professor Thomas Healy reconstructs in vivid
detail Holmes's journey from free-speech opponent to First Amendment hero. It is the story of a remarkable
behind-the-scenes campaign by a group of progressives to bring a legal icon around to their way of
thinking—and a deeply touching human narrative of an old man saved from loneliness and despair by a few
unlikely young friends.
Beautifully written and exhaustively researched, The Great Dissent is intellectual history at its best,
revealing how free debate can alter the life of a man and the legal landscape of an entire nation.
A Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction Book of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Timothy McCormack:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular The Great Dissent: How Oliver
Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mark McKinney:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes
Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in America as your daily resource information.

William Sinclair:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is usually The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed
the History of Free Speech in America.

Kenneth Copeland:

Beside this specific The Great Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the
History of Free Speech in America in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Great
Dissent: How Oliver Wendell Holmes Changed His Mind--and Changed the History of Free Speech in
America because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to



miss that? Find this book and also read it from now!
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