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The explosive rise in the U.S. incarceration rate in the second half of the twentieth century, and the racial
transformation of the prison population from mostly white at mid-century to sixty-five percent black and
Latino in the present day, is a trend that cannot easily be ignored. Many believe that this shift began with the
"tough on crime" policies advocated by Republicans and southern Democrats beginning in the late 1960s,
which sought longer prison sentences, more frequent use of the death penalty, and the explicit or implicit
targeting of politically marginalized people. In The First Civil Right, Naomi Murakawa inverts the
conventional wisdom by arguing that the expansion of the federal carceral state-a system that
disproportionately imprisons blacks and Latinos-was, in fact, rooted in the civil-rights liberalism of the
1940s and early 1960s, not in the period after.

Murakawa traces the development of the modern American prison system through several presidencies, both
Republican and Democrat. Responding to calls to end the lawlessness and violence against blacks at the state
and local levels, the Truman administration expanded the scope of what was previously a weak federal
system. Later administrations from Johnson to Clinton expanded the federal presence even more. Ironically,
these steps laid the groundwork for the creation of the vast penal archipelago that now exists in the United
States. What began as a liberal initiative to curb the mob violence and police brutality that had deprived
racial minorities of their 'first civil right-physical safety-eventually evolved into the federal correctional
system that now deprives them, in unjustly large numbers, of another important right: freedom. The First
Civil Right is a groundbreaking analysis of root of the conflicts that lie at the intersection of race and the
legal system in America.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

The book The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political
Development) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison
America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) to be your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built
Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Judy Finley:

The book untitled The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means.
The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Jeff Cunningham:

This The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in Postwar American Political
Development) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison
America (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Henry Stehle:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but



nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison America (Studies in
Postwar American Political Development) can make you experience more interested to read.
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