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Thirty years before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, the antislavery movement won its first
victory in the British Parliament. On August 1, 1834, the Abalition of Slavery Bill took effect, ending
colonial slavery throughout the British Empire. Over the next three decades, "August First Day," also known
as"West India Day" and "Emancipation Day," became the most important annual celebration of
emancipation among people of African descent in the northern United States, the British Caribbean, Canada
West, and the United Kingdom and played a critical role in popular mobilization against American slavery.
In Rites of August First, J. R. Kerr-Ritchie provides the first detailed analysis of the origins, nature, and
consequences of this important commemoration that hel ped to shape the age of Anglo-American
emancipation.

Combining social, cultural, and political history, Kerr-Ritchie discusses the ideological and cultural
representations of August First Day in print, oratory, and visual images. Spanning the Western hemisphere,
Kerr-Ritchie's study successfully unravels the cultural politics of emancipation celebrations, analyzing the
social practices informed by public ritual, symbol, and spectacle designed to dlicit feelings of common
identity among blacks in the Atlantic World. Rites of August First shows how and why the commemorative
events changed between British emancipation and the freeing of slavesin the United States a generation
later, while also examining the connections among local, regional, and international commemorations.

While shedding light on an important black institution that has been long ignored, Rites of August First also
contributes to the broader study of emancipation and black Atlantic identity. Its transnational approach
challengeslocal and national narratives that have largely shaped previous investigations of these questions.
Kerr-Ritchie shows how culture and community were truly political at thisimportant historical moment and,
most broadly, how politics and culture converge and profoundly influence each other.
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From reader reviews:
Sarah Ford:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Rites of August First: Emancipation
Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World). All type of book could
you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

David Binkley:

The e-book with title Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery,
Abolition, and the Atlantic World) posesses alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of
gain after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
Thiskind of book will bring you throughout new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your
own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Aimee Simmons:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This reserve Rites of August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic
World (Antislavery, Aboalition, and the Atlantic World) was filled regarding science. Spend your extratime
to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read aguide. In the
modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Ledie White:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is called of book Rites of
August First: Emancipation Day in the Black Atlantic World (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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