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In this age of DNA computers and artificia intelligence, information is becoming disembodied even as the
"bodies" that once carried it vanish into virtuality. While some marvel at these changes, envisioning
consciousness downloaded into a computer or humans "beamed” Sar Trek-style, others view them with
horror, seeing monsters brooding in the machines. In How We Became Posthuman, N. Katherine Hayles
separates hype from fact, investigating the fate of embodiment in an information age.

Hayles relates three interwoven stories: how information lost its body, that is, how it came to be
conceptualized as an entity separate from the material formsthat carry it; the cultural and technological
construction of the cyborg; and the dismantling of the liberal humanist "subject” in cybernetic discourse,
along with the emergence of the "posthuman."”

Ranging widely across the history of technology, cultura studies, and literary criticism, Hayles shows what
had to be erased, forgotten, and elided to conceive of information as a disembodied entity. Thus she moves
from the post-World War 1| Macy Conferences on cybernetics to the 1952 novel Limbo by cybernetics
aficionado Bernard Wolfe; from the concept of self-making to Philip K. Dick's literary explorations of
hallucination and reality; and from artificial life to postmodern novels exploring the implications of seeing
humans as cybernetic systems.

Although becoming posthuman can be nightmarish, Hayles shows how it can also be liberating. From the
birth of cyberneticsto artificia life, How We Became Posthuman provides an indispensable account of how
we arrived in our virtual age, and of where we might go from here.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Salas:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.
Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of How We Became Posthuman:
Virtual Bodiesin Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Edris Sibert:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline How We
Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics suitable to you? The book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled How We Became Posthuman:
Virtual Bodiesin Cybernetics, Literature, and Informaticsis one of several books which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people
can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Ernest Pettaway:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
go through. How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodiesin Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics can be
your answer asit can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Deanna Reed:

The book untitled How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics
contain alot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very
clear and understandabl e all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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